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circle of amateur and other druggists. The prospect
of immediate admission to the degree of M.B. is the
Christmas present which I propose to proffer for your
acceptance. It has cost a mint of money, but will pro-
duce such consequences in aiding Nature to abet only the
survival of the very fittest that I am glad to join that
select company to the dismay of their Pyrixities Bacillus
Tuberculosis and Staphylococcus Pyogenes Aureus. . . .
There is no doubt whatever that anyone with a first-
class university degree in Arts and another in Medicine,
with no knowledge of his work, can do more good to-
wards balancing Nature and Civilization than any person
in his right mind. Therefore let all now at home take
me at my own valuation, and realize that for a cheap
and easy solution of the difficult problems of life, they
have a near relative and a dear friend in a ginger-headed
copper-knob named Ted, M.B., who will do the trick in
sublime and blissful ignorance for the very lowest fees,
till he has made a name. When he has made a name the
fees will begin to expand in proportion as his knowledge
begins to dwindle, when he will in all probability be
dropped by his nearest relatives like a hot potato, and
taken up in turn as a shining light by first-class experts
in rare mental diseases and allied conditions, or by a
second-rate policeman as something else.

Anyone who is keen on Christmas presents may choose
anything they like up to fifteen or twenty shillings, but
O. and I are both blowed if we pay for them, because we
neither of us have any money to spare. I have hung on
like grim death to my railway fare and a little overs so
I shall spend anything anyone may send me on Clifford
AUbutt's six volumes, on a microscope, on a case for
hypodermic injection, and any small sum that may be
left over on some furniture for our house, because we
must have a good piano.

On his return to Stanmore to prepare his thesis
for the degree * he devoted all his spare time to

1 The subject which he chose for hfi thesis was * Yellow
Atrophy of the Liver,' on two cases of which <rare disease
his father was able to supply him with ample notes.